HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
take a compass in order not to wander too far out of
his way.
He will meet no one of whom he could ask the way,
and no one to forbid him to squeeze himself between
the rusty barbed-wire fences. Sheep and cows will
regard him with tranquil eyes, rising clumsily to their
feet only if he goes too close. From time to time he will
come across a thickly wooded copse, and if he is wise
he will go round it rather than risk entangling himself
in its thorny undergrowth. From lonely farms or
small villages wisps of smoke will curl up into the
sky, and a child's toy in a garden may betray that
human beings live there, but he will hardly ever meet
one face to face. That is true of broad stretches of
the English countryside, and in Scotland the country-
side is still more deserted.
Instead of distributing themselves more or less evenly
over the rather confined area of their Motherland, the
population of Great Britain is concentrated in a few
big towns and their densely populated suburbs, and
above all in London. Agriculture in Great Britain
has been squeezed out by industry, and it now plays
a comparatively small role in national life. Agricul-
ture, it is true, still employs rather more people than
the coal-mining industry, the next biggest branch of
British economic activity, but it is still only one amongst
many other branches. It does not stand side by side
with industry as an equal, but is mentioned only with
other individual branches of industry and commerce.
Agriculture has very little place in the consciousness
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